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ought to exist of subjects to their sovoroijins, wives to their
husbands, children to their parents, vassals to their lords and
servants to their masters. Those huvs arc necessary to
maintain good order within and tranquillity without. The
fathers, called the Company, have come to them* is'lamfc to
teach another religion ; but as that of the Kami i<* too
deeply rooted to be eradicated, this new law can only servo
to introduce into Japan a diversity of worship very prejudicial
to the State, It is on that account that, hy an Imperial
Edict, I have forbidden thc.se strango doctors to continue to
preach their doctrine. I have even ordered them to leave
Japan, and I am determined not to allow anybody to eomi1
hither to retail new opinions/* On the subject of commercial
intercourse he spoke as follows: " Hut 1 still desire that
commerce between you and me may continue on its old
footing. I shall keep the way open to you by sea and laud,
by freeing the one from pirates and the other from robbers.
The Portuguese may trade with my subjects in all security,
and I shall take care that nobody harms them/*

It is not necessary to enter into details of the intercourse
of Japan with Europeans at these early dates or of the
rivalry which existed between the representatives of the
various Powers, The Spaniards complained of the Portu-
guese trade monopoly at Nagasaki, and charged the Portu-
guese with being engaged in a religious conspiracy to wade
the recent edict, and Ilidcyoshi issued an order for the
destruction of the Portuguese churches. The rivalry increased
in intensity, not only as regards trade but also religion, and
this Induced Hideyoshi and his successors to impose further
restrictions upon them. Their efforts in this direction were
aided by endeavours of the Dutch and the English to share
in the trade. These two Powers checked Spain's scheme of
universal empire in Europe, and it was their sailom and
merchants xvho destroyed the colonial and commercial
monopoly of Spain and Portugal in America and Asia.
This forms a very interesting story, but meantime it in suffi-
cient to note that in 1602 various small Companies amalga-